Dairy Farm Benchmarks

Target Guidelines and Intervention Levels

*Minnesota Dairy Initiative SE Region Inc.

Production

Target

Action

Producer

Milk Per Cow Per Day
>75 Lb.

<70 Lb.

__________

Management Level Milk
>75 (MLM)

<70


__________

Peak Milk - Herd

>95


<90


__________

Peak First Lactation
>80


<75


__________

Peak Others


>105


<98


__________

Peak Ratio


.75>.80

<.75or>.80

__________

Pounds Milk/DMI

>1.5


<1.3


__________

(Dry Matter Intake)

Reproduction

Target

Action

Producer

Average Days in Milk
160


>180


__________

Calving to Conception
110


>130


__________

Pregnancy Rate %

>25


<20


__________
Heat Detection %

70


<50


__________

Conception Rate %

50


<40


__________

Average Days Dry

55


<40


__________

Pregnant at Preg Chk %
80


<75


__________

Dystocia % 1st Lact
20


>25


__________

Dystocia % Others

7


>10


__________

Cows From AI Sires
100


<80


__________

Culling 


Target

Action

Producer

Leaving 1st Lact %

10


>15


__________

Leaving Others %

15


>20


__________

Total Culled %

25


>35


__________

Herd Culled Infertility %
<5


>10


__________

Herd Culled Mastitis %
<5


>10


__________

Milk Quality

Target

Action

Producer

Herd Average SCC

<200,00

>300,000

__________

New Infection %

<5


>10


__________

Herd>200,000 SCC

<20


>10


__________

Clinicials/100 Cow/Mo
<2


>3


__________

Health Lactation
Target

Action

Producer

Incidence Risk

Milk Fever Incidences %
<2


>5


__________
Ret Fetal Membranes %
<10


>15


__________
Metritis %


<10


>15


__________
Displaced Abomasum %
<2


>5


__________

Ketosis %


<5


>10


__________

Cystic Ovaries %

<8


>15


__________

Lameness %

<5


>10


__________

Young Stock

Target

Action

Producer

Age First Calving(Mo)
24


>26


__________

Avg Weight Calving
1200-1300

<1200

__________

Calves Born Dead %
<8


>12


__________

Calf Death Loss

(Day 1 to Weaning)
<3


>5


__________

Calf Death Loss

(Weaning to 1 Year)
<2


>3


__________

*References for Dairy Farm Benchmarks:

1) Herd Health Food Animal Production Medicine.

2) Dairy Diagnostics Tool Box Worksheet 11.  University of Minnesota.

3) Hoards Dairyman.
