Questions to Consider As You Enter the Farming Operation

Take some time to think through the following questions as you consider whether entering a farming operation is the correct move for your future.  This process should be well planned and done in a thoughtful manner – ensuring the goals of all parties are met.

1. What management and production skills to you feel you bring to the table if you were to enter a farming operation?

2. Do you feel you can work in conjunction with all family members included in a farming operation in a positive, respectful, and considerate manner?

3. Do you feel you would be able to communicate honestly and openly with those you would be working?  
4. If you were to enter a farming operation, would you be willing to sacrifice standard of living and work the “extra mile” to get started farming?

5. Do you feel if were to enter a farming operation you would have prepared for it educationally and feel it is your chosen field?  What qualifies you to be part of a farming operation?
6. What are your personal and farm business goals for the next year, 5 years, 10 years, and beyond?

7. If you could pick the perfect farming operation scenario what would it include?

8. Are there any other thoughts, questions, or considerations that come to mind as you think through these questions?  Do you have other questions or concerns that have not been addressed?
Adapted from the U of MN Extension Service worksheet Transferring the Farm Series: #1.
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