	Test Yourself…Would you be a good partner?  
Partnership Test for Fathers…
Please rate the following questions using this rating scale.


	If your answer to the question is:
	Give yourself these points:

	A firm “yes”
	10

	Yes
	9

	Yes, but barely
	8

	Maybe, with “conditions”
	7

	Could live with it
	6

	Possibly
	5

	Very difficult
	4

	Isn’t likely
	3

	Highly improbable
	2

	A firm “no”
	1

	
	

	
	Are you willing to work up a partnership agreement with your son(s)  - now – and put it in writing?

	
	Can you usually “suggest” advice to your son(s) as a business partner – rather than giving him/them commands or correcting him/them as son(s)?

	
	Can you willingly “give in” to your son(s)’ wishes when you see that it means a great deal to him/them, and this/their family(ies)?  En though it might cost you money?

	
	Are you willing to turn over definite areas of important responsibility to your son(s) for him/them to make the management decisions?  And then live by his/their decisions without grumbling?

	
	Can you discuss family and business affairs with your son(s) without getting emotional, angry, or upset?

	
	Are you willing to cut down on your personal spending of farm funds a bit, or even go deeper into debt to expand your farm or livestock operation, to provide enough money for multiple families?

	
	If your son(s) make(s) a mistake that you might honestly have made at the same age, can you mark it up as a “useful experience” in helping him grow – rather than scold him about it, or brood over it yourself?

	
	Are you willing to have a heart-to-heart talk with your son(s) so that he/they know(s) fully now what his future is on the farm?

	
	Are you willing to accept the fact that your son’s wife and family – and his future – are rightfully is number one concern?

	
	Are you willing to make a contract now that protects your son’s investment of time and money in the farm in case of an untimely death for you?


Your chances for success as a good farming partner…

Total Points

100-91

You will do well working with others in an operation

90-81

You should be able to work with others in an operation

80-71

It may be difficult to work with others in an operation

70-61

Working with others in an operation would be very difficult

60-51

Think of another career possibility

50-41

You will be very unhappy working with others

40-31

You couldn’t stand working with others


30-21

Please don’t consider working with someone else in a business
20-10

Not a chance in the world your business would succeed

