
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICllLTllRAL l!ZIUCATION 

ST. PAUL CAMPUS, ST. PAUL l 

August 26, 1954 

Mr. Erling O. Johnson 
Superintendent 
Mankato School 
Mankato, Minnesota 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

Dear Superintendent Johnson: 

I wish to thank you very kindly for your efforts in scheduling 
the meeting yesterday at the Burton Hotel. We felt that it was 
a most worthwhile and productive session. We hope that it gave 
you and Mr. Kalin some concrete ideas as to how your area vocational 
school can function in the field of Adult Education in Agriculture. 

Within the next few days I plan to visit with you to complete 
arrangements for the conference of educational leaders in Mankato, 
Minnesota on September 15. 

Please feel free to call on me at any time for help in getting 
the cooperative farm management service started in your school. 

With best regards. 

Very truly yours, 

�ge� 
Coordinator 
Cooperative Farm Management Service 

LBG/meh 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 

AREA VOCATIONAL SCHOOL AGRICULTURAL CONFERENCE 

BURTON HOTEL • DNKATO 
I 

MINNESOTA 
12:15 P.M. Wednesday, August as, 1954 

The theme of the conference dealt with the expansion and promotion 
of vocational agricultural education through the Minnesota. area vocational 
schools, emphasizing farm management end adult education programs. 

In attendance at the meeting were: 

G. R. Cochran 
Lauren Granger 

.........-Erling o. Johnson 
F. G., Kalin 
Floyd Lueben 
R. Paul Marvin
Robert C. Miller
Stan Nelson
Edward 0' Connell
Charles M. Painter
Harry Peirce

Milo J. Peterson
c. w. Pope
Harold G. Sandhoff
S. K •. Wick

School and Position 

St .. Paul, State Supervisor of Agriculture Education 
St. Pau.l, Coordinator Farm Management 
Manka.to, S\Ji)erintendent of Schools 
Mankato. Director of Vocational Education 
Austin, Director of Vocational Education 
Faribault, Vocational Ag Instructor 
St. Cloud, Director of Vocational Education 
Thief River Fells·, Adult Ag Instructor 
st. Cloud, Vocational Ag Instructor 
Austin, Vocational Ag Instructor 
Winona; Vocational Ag Instructor 
U. Farm, Head Dept. of Ag Education
Thief River Falls, Director of Voe. Education
Mankato, Vocational Ag Instructor
St. Paul• Asst. State Director of Voe. Ed.

The meeting was opened by chairman. Mr. s. x. Wick, who explained 
and developed the philosophy of the area school program in relation to 
agricultural education� He stressed particularly the point that area schools 
would and should try to aid smaller districts in promoting and developing 
their programs. especially in those areas in which the smaller districts 
would encounter difficulties due to lack of equipment and facilities. Mr. 
Wick pointed out that in recent years the area vocational schools have 
endeavored to meet this objective by sponsoring and conducting farm. shop 
clinics ina:>operation with the automotive departments throughout the state 
of Minnesota, and he further pointed out that farm management appeared to 
be another area in which the vocational schools could contribute to agricul
tural education. 

Dr. Milo Peterson next explained the origin and development of the 
Minnesota farm management program. Re stated that the program originated 
in 1948 and has developed and grown steadily since that time. He further 
emphasized that in his opinion the best w03 to teach adult farmers was 
through farm management. He further emphasized that he thought the area 
schools could do a reel service to ag education by adopting and developing 
the farm management program that is now being operated through the University 
of Minnesota. He felt that there was a need for this program because the 
number of farmers that were taking advantage of  the service was growing 
constantly. and that unless the public schools recognized the need and did 
something constructive about meeting the need, then the possibility was gpod 
that other agencies, such as the University farm schools or the extension 
service would talte over the program which he felt rightfully belonged to 
the public schools. 



Mr. Granger explained that there are now about 200 farmers through
out the state of Minnesota who are enrolled in the farm management program 
and that the University f'acili ties were now taxed to capacity end "WOul.d not 
be able to take care of the e.ddi tional enrollmen.t that is anticipated will 
develop as this program becomes more firmly esta,.blished in the state. 

Mr. Cochran explained how he thought the program might be financed, 
stating that adult education programs were reimbursed 75% through state and 
federal aids and the remaining 25% was taken care of locally. He mentioned 
that there might be �ome technicalities invol ved in the farm management 
program if it rendered a service directly to instructors and not to the farmers. 
He al so mentioned that the 1 tinerant instructor law now in effect for certain 
areas of vocational training may be a means of financing this program. He 
pointed out, however, that the law would have to be emended so that its 
coverage would be extended to include agriculture. 

Superintendent Johnson felt that it was ·important that local 
agricultural teachers in the areas of vocational schools approve of the program 
and request. the program before 1 t is implemented. He also mentioned that the 
cond.i tions of financing the program should be clarified and further developed. 

Mr_ Painter explained the Austin farm management program. He 
stated that the Aus tin Area Vocational School was developing_ a farm manage
ment program to service the Austin community along with schools in the Austin 
Area Vocational School territory. Be explained that preliminary meetings 
have been held to develop this program and that an operating procedure had 
been developed which has received favorable reaction. This procedure was 
passed out to all members attending the conference. 

Mr. Kalin stated that the Mankato Area Vocational School was 
intere sted in expanding 1 ts educational program in all areas of serVice, 
mentioning particularly that the area program was now strong in the field of 
trades and industries and that more attention should be given to the other 
services such as agriculture, homemaking end distributive education, 
recognizing of course the differences and needs of local communities end 
areas� He further stated that the iiankato Vocational School would do ell 
in its power to implement the farm management program as soon as it was clear 
that the agricultural instructors, the farmers affected by the program, and 
the community understood and e;icpressed a want for the program. 

The rest of the members contributed many fine comments and questions 
towards developing the discussion objective throughout the afternoon. Mr. 
Granger and Mr. Painter, in behalf of the e.dul t a.gricul tural education 
committee, suggested that another meeting be held in Mankato to discuss this 
same topic on Wednesday, September 15. This meeting would include primarily 
the southern half of the state and would have in attendance besides educational 
personnel, representative farmers, bankers, legislators, and others 
interested and affected by the program. 

The meeting concluded at approximately 3:30 P. M. 

F. G. Kalin 
Recorder 
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Report ot J:"eeti..�· betweon In& Vocatianal Schoel am Agricultural 
Uucaticm Personnel, st. Paul, lfirme April 28, 1955 

I. '-'pose ot mc�t.ina - to diM,�• the pz,eaent. and J)OP11'le Mure f\mction
ot th$ Area Vocational · School.a 1n the Coope t.:I..,. Fan nt Proaram 
1n l�eota. 

II. Partioipt.nte•

IJr. s. ?;. '�Wlok, la Dire t.OI' Voca.tioaal lduaAtion, St.&te l>ept.. ot &tucation. 
Mt. G. n. Cochnn, . m.sor, Vo-Ag. F.ducation, 8t&te Dept.. of 1d11Cat.1on. 
Dr. Milo J. M•non, Read; AgrioultUPal lducation, UniTere1t7 Farm.· 

• hank l&l.in, Direot<.:>r, 1'.an1r&to Area Vocational School •
• no.,d tueben, Direct.Ol"., Austin Are.a , t.ional School.

4 • Stan leon, Vo- • Inst"'4tor,, Thief Ii.Yer Palls Ar$.a. Vocatiaall. 1; 
• Cbar Painter, Vo-.Ag. Inetruetor, Autin ANA Yooational lohool.

H&-. Dll Ho:!gJd."18, Vo-�. Instr\letor, . to AN TOMticmll lohool. 
Mr. Lauren�, G , Coopa� ti nt Senice.

1. Mr. Wlok 4n1 Mr. st.a.'\ •1.ton Nponod on tbe d.evelc,:tmnte at tm Tld..wr ru.wr
Jtalls Area 8Clhool. · toll.er.,� i nohda

{ 

a. The. Thi�t M�r hJ.le Area Sobeol 'lfUl anaJ,r.ae tm tam records tor

all echoola in northwest Minnesota et.art.ing with tbt buai.nfnie 7,ev 19'5• 
b. All schools vlll be abargeci t,22.00 pe2' enl'Ollee regardleee of rmnber

ot f'armere · nrolled.
o. e a� will be done on work eheets id.entioal to thoe ued b:,

• Truman :t-TOdland at Uninreit7 Pc,n •.
d. Mr. Ueleon · plane te r,ublish the area tam �e.n,ent data before t.be

fume�& et.art their e� cropping work. · . . · ..
e. All data collected by Mr. · Mel.son will be lnEtde .AY&U.able to the �ovl;tural

E,oonondee De}'41"tmnt, Uninrs!t7 Farm• St.. Paul.· 
t. ?!r. Nelaon h&e spent considerable tire thia wintet" � th$ farm

mat1.-gement program. to dohool offlcial.8, clda groups, adult ta.rmer ol&uee
ant yac.a.t1ooaJ. a._gricultll:re teachffa in t,;mot,�atem 18.meaot.a. Apprcr.c•
blat.ell' 100 tarmtrt b&ft •nrolled in \be progN,m tor 19S5 in Hortbweste,n
Minne-sota.

I• Mr. Nelson fff)Ja.ined bow hie own lecal ta.rm 111111gement clue ot 33 t�
was helped A��ll' �.oo per tal'mer b7 tht local banks. PCA; Far.:,._ 
�atiw& &td Chamber ot Cozlm!rce.

2. '!'hare were discraeione e.bffllt AIP!.cvltur.al �' and tbe regiOMl. ansJ.;va1is
center a.t Korrie, anneaota. ,,. tollaw!.ng item$ were ccm)t'edl

•• AEw!ault.UNJ. �on011i.oe d.esiret· at le&et 12.5 farm records at Mctrris tor 19SS.
b. Morrie baa &ppNlld.i-.telJ' 45-SO records tor 1954.
c. It va.e amticmed that Agricultvral. loontlll!.os -.a not aat� with the

pneent. � maher of enro�nte 1n so.them 16.meeota. Dr. Pcm:i ·
indicated thtt.t hi• de nt concentrate their tot&l ettol"t 1n the
i'.t.Orri• are· tor 19SS.
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d. It was auggeGted that Mr. Granger contact the Moma Station and get
their a.pprOY:"..l to have men rro. the IN& Yoaational achoola visit
at !lorrl.• BOOll to obserYe a regional tara reQorda analysis centel' in
a.ct.ioa •

.3. :h'. Xalin and Mr.· Lueben expn,eed a d�eire to cliacu&u1 thtl possib111U•• of
their area ac.bool.s serving u farm recorda &n&lya1s canton tor the Oooperat1•• 
ram Mau.cement S�oe in l9S5 and in tuture :,-ean. the toll.owing points 
vere d1souesedt 

• Would YOCaU.onal agri�\ure tAaahen in tbe&z" section al JU:zmesot.a desire
a\lGh a service mm the Karum:to an4 Austin School.et Mr. Hodckim and Mr.
Painter agreed that 'the 'f'OC&tional qricultuf'e t.acben wolll.d like auoh
sd'V1Ces.

b. l'lli• should Mankato and l.uatin plan to start, this noordis analysis worta
It vu acned that \he buaineso -,.ar Gt 3955 WO\lld lae ·tu aoet sat18.fuiio17
1t.arting time • es�ial.l,y it the .Agrioul.tvral loonoaias llepart.aent at
Uoiv�sity P&rlll. would tranater Ult; USS em"ollaent : ... troa Southam
Hinneeota to the echool.s·at Aua-tin d Mankato.

c. What enrollaent r.. 1hwld be eb,erpcl t.. tarmere traa the schools in �
Austill .a.nd Katato areas? It was ,cN!ed that the $22.00 tM tor all 19SS
enrollee• vu best. Puture fees Jligh\ be lover it coa\t •.re found to
be •• than ta2.oo P8t' tu.er.

d. Dr. Pond and bis ,wt b.aYe imica\ed. their a:vailabU1t;y tor gu1d.anoe
and cwnsel in .-reloping the pat\Gm ot regional nalqaia oen\ers.

(Mr. Coobran arriTed at thts phase o� t.ha meeting. He b.a.d attenQd the funeral ot

Ur. WaJ.ter hned1tn.) 
· · 

•• Xt vu agre d tha\ the Jtana�t data would be ualys din ti. aaae ---�
u has been dpne at tae. Agricultural. lconom10$ l>e:partment, Vrd.•ersit,' Parm.
ill data would be .made &Tailabl.e to Dr. Pond. and h1a •W'f tor neearch �.

t. It was sup ested that the .m.nkato and Aust.in achOols enoourase tbe1r ta.rm

uuu:1�ement a.griwl\ure instruct.on \o ccntaot other TOCat.1Gll8l agi'ioulture
instructors 1n their :rep.cm in onlei" to help build enrollaenu 1n the Ub4P-
aent prograia. .

&• I\ was aucgefrted tbat de1'init. bcnmdar.iec be eatabllshtid tor the regiono;. 
to be se1"984 by ·each .a!'e� •ooational :•ohool in ti. tarm unage•nt, work. 
This 1aoludes all .area •ooattonal ichools in tbe Stat.e. 

h. l'l,'3DS were made to sohedule a ace,tin& ol the leaden ot the Coopera:tive, farm
Jfa.n.-cE!J!\ent Proj.ot, T'liZ'Y eoa to d.iscra.ti> ta posaibi11U.. ot bOli t.M Mankato
and .lu,tin Area Yooat.ional Schools could best .tuncUon as tara �J'da
analysu cent.re. Hr. Cochran auggested a ooetin& •hortly after Hq 16, 19SS.

Lauren Oranpr • Recorder 




