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Alexandria Technical & Community College ◆

Anoka Technical College ◆

Anoka-Ramsey Community College ◆

Bemidji State University ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Central Lakes College ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Century College ◆

Dakota County Technical College ◆ ◆ ◆

Fond Du Lac Tribal & Community College ◆ ◆

Hennepin Technical College ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Inver Hills Community College ◆

Lake Superior College ◆ ◆

Minnesota North College ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Minnesota State College Southeast ◆ ◆

Minnesota State University, Moorhead ◆ ◆ ◆

Minnesota State Community and Technical College ◆ ◆

Metro State University ◆

Minneapolis Community & Technical College ◆ ◆

Minnesota State University, Mankato ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Minnesota West Community & Technical College ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Normandale Community College ◆

North Hennepin Community College ◆

Northland Community & Technical College ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Pine Technical & Community College ◆

Ridgewater College ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Riverland Community College ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Rochester Community and Technical College ◆ ◆ ◆

St. Cloud State University ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Saint Paul College ◆ ◆

St. Cloud Technical & Community College ◆ ◆ ◆

South Central College ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Southwest Minnesota State University ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Winona State University ◆ ◆

MinnState.edu/online ◆ ◆

Minnesota State Colleges & Universities 

Agriculture, Food,  
& Natural Resources 
(AFNR)

MAJORS & PROGRAMS 

by Career Cluster

The Way to  
a CAREER  
in AFNR
<  SCAN WITH YOUR SMART PHONE

minnstate.edu/AFNRcareers

$2,500
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

SCHOLARSHIPS 

For more information  

and to apply visit: 

www.minnstate.edu/wds

These workforce development scholarships are 
for students pursuing careers within advanced 

manufacturing, agriculture, health care services, 
information technology, early childhood 

education, and transportation at any of the 30 
state colleges of Minnesota State.

These workforce development scholarships are 
for students pursuing careers within advanced 

manufacturing, agriculture, health care services, 
information technology, early childhood 

education, and transportation at any of the 30 
state colleges of Minnesota State.

For more information and to  
apply visit: minnstate.edu/wds

For more information and to  
apply visit: minnstate.edu/wds

$2,500!SCHOLARSHIPSWORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT $2,500!SCHOLARSHIPSWORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

These workforce development 

scholarships are for students pursuing 

careers within advanced manufacturing, 

agriculture, health care services, 

information technology, early childhood 

education, and transportation at any of 

the 26 state colleges of Minnesota State.

Visit us at  
agcentric.org
Judy Barka
Assistant Director
Judy.Barka@clcmn.edu
(320) 221-0219

Courtney Spence 
Outreach and Recruitment Coordinator
Courtney.Spence@southcentral.edu 
(507) 389-7301

Visit us at  
centerofagriculture.org

Learn_Grow_Do.

Learn, Grow, Do.
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This document is available in alternative formats to individuals with disabilities. To request an alternate format, contact 
Human Resources at 651-201-1664. Individuals with hearing or speech disabilities may contact us via their preferred 
Telecommunications Relay Service. Minnesota State is an affirmative action, equal opportunity employer and educator.



Are you going in the 
right direction?
Explore a future career in Agriculture,  

Food & Natural Resources (AFNR)!

OF THE MORE THAN 

338,000 JOBS
RELATED TO AGRICULTURE 
& FORESTRY IN MINNESOTA,  
HENNEPIN COUNTY 
ACCOUNTS FOR 8.9% 
(MORE THAN 34,000)

158

JOBS DERIVED FROM THE TOTAL 
AGRICULTURE AND FOREST INDUSTRY

34,508

SOURCE: 2020 Minnesota Economic Contribution Study of 
Agriculture and Forestry

1IN10 JOBS
  IN MINNESOTA ARE IN

 AGRICULTURE
SOURCE: 2020 Minnesota Economic Contribution Study of 
Agriculture and Forestry

IN 2050
THERE WILL BE  

9 BILLION
PEOPLE TO FEED.

WHAT ROLE 

COULD 

YOU PLAY?

WAGE
INCREASES
AGRIBUSINESS

SYSTEMS
MEDIAN WAGE INCREASE  

$17,000
NATURAL
RESOURCES
SYSTEMS
MEDIAN WAGE INCREASE  

$3,000
SOURCE: RealTime Talent. Annual wage increase amounts 
calculated in comparison to the same MN State AFNR Career 
Pathway data from the previous year.

Agriculture, Food &  
Natural Resources Career  

Cluster - August 2023
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Environmental
Systems Biotechnolgy

• Animal Medicine

• Equine Science

• Animal Science

• Biology

• Aquaculture

• Dairy / Lamb  / Poultry / Swine Management

• Biofuels
• Genetics

• Physics

• Life Science / Evolutionary Biology

• Biology and Biotechnology

• Ecology 

 Chief System Operator - $99,000 - $120,000

Lab Animal Technician - $48,000 - $68,000

(Poultry, Swine,  Dairy) Animal Research Technician - $40,000 - $50,000

Wet Chemical Analyst / Lab Technician - $36,000 - $53,000

 Chemical Plant Operator - $40,000 - $50,000

The median advertised salary in Minnesota for biotechnology 

system occupations is about $65,000.

• Hydrology

• Soil Science

• Meteorology

• Environmental Science

• Law / Regulation / Compliance

• Aquatic Biology

Environmental Waste Chemist - $45,000 - $59,000

Water Treatment Technician - $33,000 - $48,000

Environmental Engineer -  $84,000 - $123,000

Environmental Regulatory Compliance Specialist  - $78,000 - $109,000

Managers of Agricultural Construction Services - $86,000 - $113,000

The median advertised salary in Minnesota for environmental 
service system occupations is about $94,000.
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• Agronom
y

• Plant Science / G
enetics

• Com
m

odity M
arketing

• G
rounds M
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orticulture / G

reen H
ouse M
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• Landscape D
esign / Construction / Technology

Agricultural Field Service Technician - $41,000 - $51,000

Pilot Plant Technologist - $88,000 - $130,000

A
rborist / Tree W

orker - $48,000 - $63,000

G
roundskeeper - $32,000 - $40,000

Agricultural Equipm
ent O

perator - $41,000 - $55,000

The m
edian advertised salary in M

innesota for plant system
 

occupations is about $48,000.

• Agricultural Science

• Law / Regulation / Compliance

• Agribusiness Management

• Agricultural Education

• Sales / Marketing

• Accounting / Finance / Insurance
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Pathway Description
Coordinate activities that contribute to the production, processing 

and distribution of agricultural commodities and resources, promote 
agricultural products, and help � nance agricultural businesses.

Pathway Description

Develop new ways of producing and processing meat, poultry, eggs and dairy products, 

study genetics, nutrition, reproduction, growth and development of domesticated farm 

animals, inspect and grade livestock food products, purchase livestock,  work in technical sales 

or marketing of livestock.
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Pathway Description

Make use of a range of tools, including breeding techniques, to make or modify 

products or organisms, improve plants or animals, or develop microorganisms 

for speci� c agricultural uses.

Pathway Description
Manage recycling operations, control water and air pollution, and dispose of waste to address 

public health issues, develop regulations to prevent environmental mishaps, analyze and 
research environmental projects.
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Pathw
ay D

escription
Study plants and their grow

th, use genetic engineering to 
im

prove crops, develop w
ays to im

prove seeds.

Critical Foundation 
Knowledge and Skills 

Identi� ed by Employers

Problem Solving - Ethics
Critical Thinking - Integrity

Teamwork - Technology Application
Safety, Health, & Environment

Organizational & Global Systems
Leadership - Cultural Competence

Lifelong Learning - Creativity
Communications

Innovation

Product Demonstrator - $30,000 - $39,000

Application Support Specialist - $50,000 - $70,000

Agronomy Location Manager - $61,000 - $95,000

Service Coordinator / Customer Service Manager - $52,000 - $70,000

Marketing/Product Manager - $110,000 - $165,000

The median advertised salary in Minnesota for agribusiness occupations 
is about $77,000.

Veterinarian - $80,000 - $103,000 

Animal Caretaker - $32,000 - $36,000

Small Animal Technician - $42,000 - $55,000

Animal Breeding Technician - $39,000 - $52,000

Lab Animal Technician - $50,000 - $58,000

The median advertised salary in Minnesota for animal system occupations is 

about $54,000.


